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HAWAIIAN RECIPROCITY TREATY

Tlie fiiUnuins rrporton the nsulUof tbe Hawaiian HecipnxtyTrratv
wtk rewl Ivfore the Winters Lab and Suiplr Comianr Octebcr ltli
JES2 by II M WurtSEV

In January lST3thc lnitl States ontorcd into a Treaty oj Cbm
mcrelal Koripnrfty with the Hawaiian Unndj xvhlth after driav
uentintooiiMaUoninSeiitcmbc- - 1S76 Ily the terms of th conea
tion the leading afnieuUumi irodurtj of Hawaii indJdia rire and raw
forums known in lian Franri co as ViurfiriM Jdo J Sugart are ad ¬

mitted free into ail port of the United Sate and nearlv aU the airrirul
tural jirodocUand mannfaetn iw of Uie latter nation are admitted free
into Hawaii for tbe term of teen years from the date at which it went
into oiwratlun and further until twehe months notice wall lie given by
either of the contracting artieV after tl end of the idJnu of non
years Under this stipulation eight years from tipntemlier ISTBtis the
thDrte t term of duration a understood by hoth contracting rurtiel

Among tl principal otject-- wigU by the adocatesof thiJjcaty was
Uie cneourjgement of increased trade and more Intimate rommenial re-
lations

¬

lietween the IaciSc States and Territoriw of the Union and the
Kingdom of Hawaii in the growth pro rerity ami independence of
which the American peoiile luuclong taken a ttronir interest and thin
1fcid the tno countries more firmly in the natural and friendly nUtion
niiieh they have always heid toward each otlier The renlt has hecn ns
i as anticipated and as uill be shown hereafter an extraordinary increase

in the trade U tween the tiro jwintric in which all cU ses liavc sjiared
and in cementing the friendly relations between them Tliat the re ults
of the Treaty have been mere ob ervable in Hawaii than in America ii
not to be wondered at when the -- ir-c ipulation of the infant kingdom
U contrasted witli the broad cxin e of territorj retching from the
Atlantic to the Pacific the afty fic millions of her inhabitants and the
majestic progre s of the greatest republic tliat the world ever had
Hawaii haj liowecr in a humble way sought to follow the exanple set
by her noble benefactor and has increased her iwiiuUtion solely under tbe
Impul e of the treaty from 5S00O in 1ST6 to about TJlviO in 18ii with
a fair prosjiect or soon reaching 100900 should the treaty continue for a
few etrs longer

As hw Iwen the case with other trade conventions made by the United
Stiles Shis treaty drew out opposition soon after it became a law but it
um uoi tierelop inucli strength until the autumn of 1S1 when a com
bined attack was commen ed by scleral American newspapers which
nave reported to every mode of ml rcprescntation and calumny to preju
dice tlin pullic against it and Hauian i lanting interest The state-
ments

¬

of alleged cruelty on fhmtatlons here which hale licen published
and repabti hea ith magnifil dctaUs are for the mo t jart w holly w ith- -

out foundation and hae originated with persons who are recognized as
visitors or laborers who for various reasons have licen induced to fign
them but w ith no sufficient cause of complaint unless pro ecutions for
criminal oflVnces ctmimittcd by them here hae afforded an excu e for
seeking this mode of retaliation We have not heritofore deemed theso

j groundless charges of cruel treatment worthy of notice as every intelli
gent and unbiased per on who is here now or hasever been here knows
that there ha- been no oeea ion of complaint but as these slanders con-

tinue
¬

to be uttered it becomes necessary to deny their truth The charge
which has been publicly made by American newsjajiers that there exists
here the worst system of thnery ever known we pronounce to be
utterly fal e and without foundation When this statement was first
brought to the notice of the Honolulu Chamber of Commerce that Iiody
addressed a letter to the Hawaiian Mini tor of Ioreign Affairs calling the
attention of the Go ernment to the subject In that communication the
officers of the Cliamber ttate

e are furthermore authoriieil by the Chamber of Commerce to
deny empliatieauy that there is any system cf livery or peonage in
this country or that plantation laborers or others are or can be abu etl
without being able to obtain full and sji edy redrcs and al o to deny that
there has lsen any violation of the terms of the Iloclprocity Treat

Your Excellency is so intimately acquainted with the cmployrra of
labor wiln tlie incrcuants ana with tbe laws and their practical working
mat ou must le tuny dte to Uie injustice or tne charges to which we
have briefly referred and whKu hae been so unfounded extravagant and
main ions tliat the intcrs and merchants have lianllj- - cou idered it
necessary to contradict them and only the fear tliat continued silence might
be misunderstood has led the Chamber of Commerce to address this letter
to jour Excellency

Trom His liicellenc a reply we quote as follows TJje injuslice and
extravagance of these charges is so notorious here tliat His Msjestj a Gov-

ernment
¬

have felt somewhat as the tenters and merchants do that It was
hardly nece sory to contradict them still in other countries it will no
doubt he advisable to refute llem and His Majestys Envoy Extraordi-
nary

¬

and JHnl ter Plenipotentiary In Washington lias already replied to
several of the statements when they appeared in publications which liad
any character for The corresiondenee referred to above
will be found in Apjiendix marked A i

As in other sugar growing countries tbe system of Indenture has been
adopted here as it has been found necessary to secure an uninterrupted
supply of lalwrers during the harvest or grinding tea on It originated
here many years ago in the whaling service in whUh many Hawaiian
s4ipicd and bccanio noted as cxicrt seamen Whe the whaling business
declined and these same men were wanted as laborers on the plantations
they demanded the advance that had been paid to than as w haiemen and
signed their shipping articles or contracts as tbe American seaman to
this day signs his when he receive hlsadvantw Thus it will be seen
that the system oferice on our 4antations is identically the same and

Ult ta ta iVnr iit y frira4batl is of American orltll

A

The term of service entirely at the option of the
laborer six lw el e eighteen or twenty four month except in the case
of laborers procured at much exjiense from foreign countries which are
from three to fiv e ears Nine or ten hours according to agreement con-

stitute
¬

a da labor twenty six days making one month all which
plainly stated In ctsch printed indenture The laws which regulate this
service anrrr chatted Uy Jfawaiiaiufor tktir on protfftiox af benefit and
as may readily las inferred these laws are extremely partial to Uie labor-

ers
¬

In any trouble betucen thorn and their employers the Courts of
the Kingdom arc open to them and each party is held strictly amenable
for any iolation of the terms of service It must not be inferred how-

ever
¬

that ail the laborers employed here are under contracts as fully otic
fourth of them generally those of the better class are engaged by the
month or day

IThe strongest proof of the equity of our labor laws that can Le desired
hy any impartial inquirer is found in Uie fact tliat mere than half of the
contract laborers now on our plantations are men who ha c served out one
two or more terms of Indenture and have voluntarily re shipped with for
mer employers whom they have learned to regard as their Lest friends
When to this we add that labor contracts are not transferable and that
they terminate tv 1th the death of the employer so that no purchaser heir
or assignee of an estate may claim the laborer Can any stronger evi-

dence
¬

be fuinished to show that they are protected against every form of
Injustice Mo t of the cases of cooiiilalnt that hav e been made public in
San Francisco papers are those of Norwegians or Portuguese who shipped
In their own country to serve here at wages lews than Is usually paid here
In seme instances their terms of agreemest have not been fully under
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their circumstances as oppportunity might offer by breaking their en ¬

gagements and leaving for California The Portuguese laborers on learn ¬

ing of the slanderous reports tliat havo been circulated abroad respecting
the treatment of tho planter toward them have hastened to deny these
reports From a large number of letters published we select a few which
will lie found in tho Appendix marked B

Tbe labor laws of this country are a modiucatlon of the indenture laws
and decisions of Now York State and in compiling them the framers of
our laws apiear to ha e been guided almost entirely by tho- - of thit State
uie same language being used In some instances in both cases To Illus-
trate

¬

this we refer to Appendix Cs where the chief points In each aro
gii en and it will bo there observed tliat the laborers rights are even
more carefully guarded in Hawaii than in tho liberty lo big Empire
State which some of ns aro proud ta own as oiir birth place and home
A copy of the authorized printed form of Hawaiian labor contract is aL o
iven in Apjicndix D

No intelligent i erson w ho has ever lieen to Hawaii and seen tho con
dition of our 1 iliorers and the manner in w hich they are provided for can
doubt that It U equal to if not better tlian tliat of the same class in other
countries some of whom would doubtless gladly exchange places with
those on our plantations If they could Our laborers aro provided with
gooil frame houses each family having a house while most plantations
have a hospital where medical attendance is given free of change to nny
siek or disabled litch male earns from forty to seventy five cents a day
with free laurd and lodging and with extra pay for overwork On most
plantations stent work is allowed to field liands which they perform in
from five to eight hours ha ing the ot of the day to themselves No
labor is required on Sundays Those laborers who desire are furnished
w ith small tots of land to cultivate and many of them are quite indus¬

trious in this way When to this we add that tho more Uirifty and fru-
gal

¬

have deposit accounts with their employers their sa Ings ranging
Irom twenty to seventy live dollars a year can any fair minded person
que tion the fact that the condition of the Hawaiian laborer is equal to tliat
of his doss In other countries not excepting America and England

We rcisTat with as strong empha ls as is pue iUr tliat the existence of
slavery in the Hawaiian I tends in any form or under anv-- guise is a
falsehutol worthy only of the soureo from which It emanates The libor
laws of the country have been In force for MiTty years and only changed
from time to time to throw more protection around the laborer and to
define us well as to restrict I he iow er of the cmploj er Theso hiw s have
received the sanction not only of the people native and foreign but of
inc governments or an countries with whom Hawaii has come in contact
and we challenge any m in to show- - the least semblance lietween the con-
dition

¬

or status of the Hawaiian laborer and the slave or serf of any other
country It is true that we contract with men for their libor under
stipulations and conditions agreed upon at the time and in the pre ence of
an official apjwinted by the government to see that the laborer properly
understands his contracL Even tho fee to this official must tj paid by
uie employer ana cannot be chirged again t the labiircr If cither porty
to this contract or agreement fails to keep the conditions thereof the only
remedy is an appeal to the courts and if tho enlovcr is found to have
exceeded his rights he Is subject to fino and Imprisonment the contract i
annulled ami the laborer dueharjal from any liability under the fame
Hut if the laborer is proved to have refused or failed to execute the condi ¬

tions of his contract with no excuse on his art and no fault on the part
of the employer than tbe law says to him you must iierform the servico
jou lave contraited to do A refusal on the port of the laborer to obey
tbe orJer of the court is punished by imprisonment

As reference lias been made to the Courts of this country It may lw well
to state here tliat Hawaii has provided for the people a judicial system
which would be an honor to any country and lhat her civil unci is nnl
codes were framed as far as applicable after the admirable codes or Mass ¬

achusetts New York ana Louisllna Our Supreme Court was for many
jears pre ided over by Chief Justice E U Allen who is now the Hawai ¬

ian Minister Resident at Washington The f osiiion is now filled by Chlct
Justice A F Judd a native Hawaiian ol American inrentage and a
graduate of Yolo College and Harvard Law School His associates are
LawTence McCuhyand IJenj Hale Austin loth natives of New York
State and Liwjers of acknowledged ability Of the four Judges presiding
in our Circuit Courts two are Americans ami twm Euroiieans We take
pride in ourjudiclal system as based on American and English law and
practice and for its prompt aud equitable administration of justice among
both the foreign and aboriginal jiopulatioa of this group

The foregoing remarks cannot apply to the magistrates presiding at tbe
Di trict Courts where the complainant first appears As a rule these
magistrates liave but a rudimentary knowledge or the principles of law
and but a limited comprehension of the statutes of the Kingdom They
are poorly paid if we consider the po itien they hold but amply so if wo
consider the requirements that they possess They are therefore oiicn to
the temptition whitli unscrupulous persons may place liefore them j and
it Is reared that in too many instances the trouble betw en masters anil
servants may be traced to this cau e For these rea ons the action ot the
Legislature in taking from the Justices of the buprcme Court the ai- -

pointment of the District Magistrates and giving the appointment to the
Governors is mo t mi chieveous and fraught with evil for the future

As gros ly erroneous statements liave been published abroad respecting
tbe number of plantations here one writer putting it at Si it inay lie
well to fumi h the following data re jecting the sugar intere t of this
Kingdom There were on the first of January lhai nfty cigat sugar mill
the number of iilantersor plantations beingssomevvhat larger not far from
one hundred Of these plantations twenty threo are ovv nod and carried on
by chartered companies and the remainder by private parties or firms
one null often grinding the cane of several floaters About two thirds of
the mill machinery has been manufactured in the United States and
Hawaii and one third in England or Sostland The capital now-- invested
in the is estimited at itt000000 two thirds of which is owned
or furui hed by Americans and the re t by English German Hawaiians
and one or two mills are owned by Chinese The number of laliorers em
ployed is about 12000 comprising chiefly Hawaiian Chinese and Portu ¬

guese A table will be found in the Apjiendix marked E showing their
number ami nationality The employment of Chinese here lias locn
forced on us by the same necessity that compelled their service in the
construction of the Pacific Iliilruads because no other class could lie
obtained We consider native Hawaiians the liest for field work but tho
supply Is limited to about 3000 No official ilata lias lioen obtained show--

thc area of land planted with cane but it has Ieen estimated that 25000
acres of cane were crop during llievear lSIand this embraces the
best sugar landvn these i Iands not above 1200 feet elevation as may
have abundance of rain or arc capable of being irrigated

The annual increase ia tbe sugar crop of these islands since the treaty
went Into effect ia September 187C will be seen from the follow ing official
data showing the exports for five years paU

Socsr exported ialBT7- IS7S

isa
lsso- 1SSI

a

ltTHsthortlomoT SJESoKSlba
13ZI4 - - 2Si3It -
JHl IJJKtl372
S171I - 3I7S72sa - - --eaiw

The yield for the present year 18S2 may be estimated at 56000 torn
Tills increase is due chietly to the introduction of American capital One
firm alone the Hawaiian Comuinial Company a chartered coiporatinn
of California capitalists two or three years since purcha cd 10000 acres
of what was considered worthless land unfit for cultivation or even pas¬

turage and have expended on it several millions of dollars In ugar enter- -
riri es At a coat of nwarlr half a million in the nvnatniptfiin nf fllthn

stood by tbem But in some cases these laborers came from the poorer and flme water has been fcnwght by this uompany a distance of over
vicious and indolent peputatien of the eithw who engaged for no other thirty miles fnmi stream which beta ran vra te t Ihecw and by the
object than to obtain a free passage to Hawaii ia the hope of bettering jjj 0f irrigation the dry and sandy iiin taken up by tbem has been

Oct 25th 18

dur of erh riioatfi

turned into profitahlo cuno flchls This companys crop of sugar far lSSi
ha laxn HyMO tons which accounts in part for the large increaso In tho
exports for 18ii This Is lntan cd as one of the nUitj-- enterprises which
have so rapidly developed our sugar trade as was rmlletcil by tho
advocates of the Treaty

As planters Jtnd sugar manufacturers we of course look to the most
profitable disposMon of our crop and It seems hardly necessary to say
that we do not sell our sugars at two cents a pound under the raarlt
price simply because the United States Government remits that amount
in duty Through our agents ire sell largely to the refineries of San
Francisco Because the treaty decs not allow our lirlnsing In frco of duty--

sugar of a lighter color than NolC and tha people aro not dL piascd to
purchase our dark sugar at even less rates than they are worth refining
In selling our sugars to them we do so upon the basis or Manilln or New
York prices and receive as though we had iiid duty instead of having
the samo remitted Whether the price of sucar In San Francisco to
higher or loner depends uijn tho great markets of the world and is
governed by the iivv of supply and demand Should anyone offer as
more ior our sugars we would hardly be so self saeriSeing as to refuse It

The charge has teen publiily made In American papers tliat a part of
our sugar exports are the growth and manufacture of other countries Tills
statement is false and could not have been uttered by any one conversant
with tho facts It would be impossible for any jarty to bring foreign
sugar hero and export It as Hawaiian for two reasons Every entry of
foreign Imports has to be reported to the American or other foreign
Consul and also to tho Haw aiian Custom Houe And these Hawaiian
and foreign officials have the evidence to show that not ten tons of raw
sugar have been imported Into this kingdom during the pa t six years
Again under tho Hawaiian laws pased specially to protect American
Interests under the treaty the explication of any foreign sugar or rice to
the United States as Hawaiian produce Is made a penal offense punishatlo
with heavy penalties An official letter from the lato Miulter ltesldent
here Gen Comly will be found in the appendix marked FfurnlshIn
Information on this point which cannot be refuted

While the growth and manufacture of Hawaiian raw-- sucars harrao--
idly increa cd In an honest and legitimate manner as was anticiinted tho
commerce of the United SLites with Hawaii has also grown In like pro-
portions

¬

The following table mado up from the Hawaiian Customs
Statistics will show- - the imjiortations ol merchandise first troni the
untieu t tatos second from all countries except tho United States ami
third from nil countries Including the United States clvintr tho averaco

for the flv o years prior to Uie treaty and for each of the fl e
years of the treaty

VALUE OK FUItEIOV- - tMl orTJ 1STO THE HAWAIIAX ISLANHS
From all aooBOnas Tulal

From U H SL eit pt tha U SL lruisrtliViuAra of By art from 171 to 1S3 tsUl J MalOril UBSJBiIorortalorl 77 tSM48
S115MI SttlJSS aoiirapurta tor lsl savant lasaHgi

- st 5ImirUhrlsSl 31S3 lUJBX IJH7S
The e d iti taken from official records show that the trade of tho United

States with tho Hawaiian Islands has increased from 3jlSl the aver ¬

age of the five years before the treaty to 3249332 for the year 1831 a
four fold incrwi e in live years while the trade of Hawaii with all other
countries hut the United Stale has only doubled during tho samo period
The United States now-- supply theo Islands with as mueh of her produce
and manufactun- - as tno duties remitted under the treaty amount to
Her gain under the treaty Is this that Instead ot paying com to Chloa
and ManlLi for sugar supplies for her Pacific States und Territories she
pays in the products of the soil and the workshop vthich her own latarers
have prepared ready for export It may safely bo slated tliat every dollar
credited to the I land Haulers for sugars M in San Francico is expened
for linaluco iinil manufactures jit In fn ipkt mimtntJmiHi anil ixnubi
earned by American shlp- merchants and Insurance conqanles It luis
l cn estimated that 1000000 were earned by American vessels engaged
in the carrying trade w Ith Hawaii In 1881 and an equal amount by mer
chants and insurance commnies While the national revenue Urcdueed
by She operation of the treaty Amrrienn farmers laborer mteAauir mer-
chants

¬

thtp oirnere thip bnikten ami cajHtalitU derive profits frum the
trade wiih Hawaii which they could never liave enjoyed had this treaty
not been nude and were the sugir supplies of California obtained
as formerly from China and Manila Thl3 is an Important iwlnt too often
overlooked in studying Its results

During 1881 the United SLites Imported 929000 tons of sugar from for ¬

eign countries This added to Louisianas yield of 130000 tww gives
the years supply for consumption at 1 053090 tons The consumption of
sugar in the United States is said to inorease at the rate of 8 ir cent
w hich for tho current year w ill bo SjOOO tons With his large ami eeo- -
etantly Increasing demand for foreign sugar con it be possible that the
small amount produced In Hawaii will ever conflict with the sugar pro ¬

duction In Louisiana or the refinery Interests of the Eoatem Slates or
even keep up to the lucrea iug ot the Pacific States ami Ter-
ritories

¬

In w hat nay then can the small sugar crop of Hawaii interfere
with American sugar interests

The outer- - agaln t the treaty hy ImMum sugar growers can banlli he
well rounded The Iaclfic coast never drew its sugar supHy Irom New
Orleans and therefore the increased consumption ef Hawaiian sugar In
California cannot pwfldy influence either the pnslutjt or sale of LnuMln
sugar Tho Hawaiian LOands lave a veiy limited area of sugar land
variously estimated about 100000 acres at the utmost 200 square miles a
large pirt of which nm t coa tanlly lie fallow whlk the good old State or
Louisiana rich in natural and acquired wealth anil crowned with grand
hitoric association issesaes over 10OTO square miles or rkh alluvial
soil unsurjiassed by any country for this and other staple production For
her therefore with her great ail vantages awl wealth to bo disturb by
the competition of a rew Hawaiians and Americans In these votmnh isl ¬

ands wi0 an striving honestly and indu trIouly to supisy the western
shores of the Itepublic with a neretrary of life which must otherwise Us

supiJied hy China seems preposterous aud beneath the dignity of her gen¬

erous planters anil merchants
Highly exaggerated tatemento liave lasen put forth In American news-

papers
¬

and In the arguments made ltore cmnmiflew In VVhrngion
regarding the amount of loss to the United State luring the lawt Are
years some iJacing it as high as 200i000 The actual loss to Ihe reve-
nue

¬

is tho amount of duties rtmlttisl under the treaty from year to year
as is also the actual loss to Hawaii the duties remitted tro Ameiitmi
products entered Tree at our jsirts No candid niiml can vler this matter
in any other light

The cultivation of rice in these I land has shared w ith sugar tha ImitfiU
of the treaty and has grown from a yield of about 3Wi901 iounds in
1873 to nearly 7000009 In 1B91 This IshIihsss Is nwOy in tbe hand of
the Chinese and may be said to le Uie chief attraction that bdntsi here so
many of this ci lw Ihit ow ing to the scarcity ot land adapted to rice cul-

ture
¬

it has probably nearly reached its limit
Having referred to the treaty in its commercial aspects it rawt not be

forgotten that it possesses a political leatnre as important as Its comms-r- -

cfal When it was under discussion In Congress its supporters maste no
claim that the pecuniary advantages would be equally shared by both
nation but rrankly conceded tliat they would in favor of
Hawaii Nor was the treaty granted Ij-- the United Ptatr an moth fee
any supposed commercial advantages to lier as for national masa Har
chief design ami purpose wen to eoeeunge a natkwt In tha eadtnl ImJati
tliat might Isxome n sagar growing fisOl fnr her Iierfle States and territo
ries a nation regarded as almost Vfn to lier HsH it inajht beasssm m
independent people free from foreign ar control sHH

attracted to lier by tlie nitarai ties ot kinship and protector Uttntuy
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